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Self-Reported Hearing Loss
• Includes Awareness: If you experience and report hearing problems –

you’re more likely to take action 
• Available for more countries – EuroTrak – JapanTrak – MarkeTrak
• Empowers people – your experience & your needs

Measured Hearing Loss
• The Audiogram: Assess when you start to hear soft pure tones
• Many different definitions of hearing loss: Mild Hearing Loss – Disabling 

Hearing Loss – WHO² - WHO – EC – ASHA - Can leads to confusing numbers
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Source of basic data: 
EuroTrak 2023

Self-reported hearing loss in Europe
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Our populations are ageing rapidly
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Our populations are ageing rapidly, and hearing loss is on the rise
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Hearing Loss is on the rise!



Return on investment

a return of
nearly US$ 6 
for every US 
dollar invested

Hearing Care is not a “cost”, 
it’s a healthy “investment”



What is the “cost” of untreated hearing loss?

Communication
(e.g. impact on health)

Employment 
& Burn-out

Social Isolation

Loneliness

Psychosocial and 
cognitive health

Quality of life

Depression

Dementia



What can we do about it?

Prevention Screening Intervention

#safelistening 
standards:
• Devices & Systems
• Personal Amplifiers
• Venues & Events

Hearing Screening:
• Newborns & Infants
• Schoolbased
• Adults: from 50 years onwards

Intervention:
• Timely and appropriate hearing care
• A cost-effective investment: $ 32 to $ 1 

in the Americas
• Importance of Person-Centred Care



Source of basic data: 
EuroTrak 2019 - 2023

Intervention
• Professional Hearing Care
• Hearing Systems & ALD’s

• Hearing Aids
• Cochlear Implants & Other

• Rehabilitation & Tinnitus Management

EuroTrak 2019 - 2023 survey
Total number 
of participants: 100.956



Conclusions

Intervention
• Professional Hearing Care
• Hearing Systems & ALD’s

• Hearing Aids
• Cochlear Implants & Other

• Rehabilitation & Tinnitus Management

Awareness
• Hearing Screening

o National paediatric screening
o School children screening
o Adult screening (from 50 years onwards)

• Information Campaigns

Prevention
• Avoid Noise
• Promote safe listening
• Protect your ears
• Prevent and treat ear infections …

• Hearing care is cost-effective.6 to 1 return on investment
• Education and Language development is improved
• Finding and Keeping a job is improved
• Hearing Care has to be seen as modifying a high risk 

factor for Dementia and Dependence

• Paediatric Screening needs to get the highest priority
• School screening can also be organised as self-test
• Adults screening is the new challenge … also here self-test 

could be a very cost-effective intervention
• Adult screening needs to be systematic from 50 years 

onwards

• A lot of standards and laws are in place or in development
• But we need to change behaviour !
• Basis for the # safelistening WHO campaign
• All hearing care professionals need to be promotors
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